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ALMA MATER 


Alma Mater, we salute thee 
Bounteous Giver, Hear our praise 
For within thy walls we've garnered 
Gifts enriching all our days; 
Opportunity for Friendship, 
Guidance in our quest for truth 
Faith through all our grave endeavor, 
Understanding love of youth. 
These our gifts, O Alma Mater, 
We shall cherish through the days, 
Striving still through high endeavor 
Thus to render thee our praise. 


A Brief History of Needham B. Broughton High School 


Broughton High School, officially titled Needham B. Broughton High School, is 
one of the flagship schools of the Wake County Public School System. It is located at 
723 St. Mary's Street, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Construction on Broughton began in 1928, and the doors first opened to 
students on September 3, 1929. The school is named for Needham Bryant Broughton, 
an influential figure in the renewal of Raleigh's public schools. Mr. Broughton was a 
partner in the Edwards & Broughton printing company in Raleigh. 


Broughton sits atop a hill at the intersection of Peace and St. Mary's Streets, 
along the traditional northwestern edge of historic Raleigh, and is listed on the 
National Historic Register. Its front facade is made of stone, earning it the nickname 
“the Castle." 


In recent years, Broughton has undergone a technological renovation resulting 
in at least one computer in each room and six computer labs throughout the school. 
In addition, Broughton is serviced by the adjacent Wade Edwards Learning Lab (WELL) 
program. From 2002-2005, Broughton underwent renovations in which much of the 
school was gutted and refitted with state-of-the-art technology and new interiors, 
renovations to the Holliday Gymnasium (now the state's largest high school gym), and 
the Diane Payne Auditorium. 


During 2005-2006, Broughton had an enrollment of approximately 2,160 
students, and 180 educators and administrators. 





A Brief History of Hugh Morson High School 


Although it is demolished and gone, Hugh Morson High School will remain in the 
memory of all who ever attended it. From 1905-1908, Raleigh's first public high school 
was located at the end of Fayetteville Street where Memorial Auditorium is now 
located. In the Fall of 1908, it was moved to a new home on Morgan Street, just next 
to Raleigh's First Presbyterian Church.. 

In the Fall of 1925, Hugh Morson High School came into being. It was 
constructed ona city block, bounded by Hargett, Person, Bloodworth and Morgan 
Streets. The first class was graduated in 1926, and Hugh Morson High School 
continued in operation for thirty years. 

Back in the early twenties, choosing a name for a new high school was not 
difficult. Mr. Hugh Morson, a scholar and school master of great repute, had been 
principal of the Old Raleigh High School for fifteen years. Although he was never 
principal of his namesake, he was well known by many of the early graduates. 

A memorial of the school is located in the second block of New Bern Avenue 
at Morgan Street, erected in remembrance of the school by former students. 


The last senior class to graduate from this beloved school was the Hugh Morson 
High School Senior Class of 1955. 
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“REMEMBERING THE FIFTIES” 


It is said that “the fifties" was an era of conformity, prosperity, and 
rock'n'roll. 


The family was the pure essence of domestic bliss: Father was the 
breadwinner and Mother was the homemaker. Young girls played with Barbie dolls, 
while little boys wore coonskin caps. $300 million worth of coonskin caps and Davey 
Crockett accessories were sold between 1955 and 1956. 


Teenagers were breaking out of the conventional molds of their parents, 
embracing their own style of music and fashion. They learned the hop from 
“American Bandstand,” rocked around the clock with Bill Haley, and melted to Elvis 
Presley. Film stars James Dean and Marilyn Monroe -- the rebel and the blonde 
bombshell -- burned up the big screen, and, together with Elvis, became enduring 
pop icons. Another favorite film star, Grace Kelly, married Prince Rainier of 
Monaco and brought elegance and glamour to one of Europe's oldest dynasties. 


The fifties began less than a decade after the end of World War IT and the 
death of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. We lived ina state of cold war tensions 
between the United States and the Soviet Union. The Korean Conflict to contain 
the spread of Communism was over in 1953, but the U.S. continued to feel its 
effects and remained fully prepared for anything that might happen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, a hero of WW II, became our 34th U.S. President in 1953. 


The early fifties were formative years of the “Civil Rights Movement." 
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on an Alabama bus, and the Supreme Court 
declared racial segregation a violation of the 14th Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution. 


The fifties brought many firsts: 
* Jet planes were first used for commercial travel. 
* Coca-Cola Company used “Coke" for the first time. 
¢ Johnson & Johnson invented the first baby shampoo, "No More Tears.” 
¢ The first fluoride toothpaste was introduced. 
* McDonald's 15-cent hamburgers were introduced. 
¢ Disneyland, in California, opened. 
* A vaccination program of the Salk Polio Vaccine began. 
- The patent for Velcro was granted. 
- The game, Scrabble, was introduced to the game market. 
© The Ford Thunderbird was introduced. 


The New York Yankees held the World Series championship for six of the 
ten years of the 1950's. Car racing became more respected and, as we all know, 
has become a very popular sport, having the largest attendance of any other single 
sporting event in the world. Raleigh had the first lighted speedway in the U.S., 
but it soon closed because the City of Raleigh would not allow racing on Sunday. 


Some interesting facts pertaining to what things cost in 1956: 
° Average family income: $5,300 
¢ Minimum wage: $1.00 per hour 
* Average home: $17,800 
* Average car: $2,100 
¢ Gasoline per gallon: 30 cents 
¢ A loaf of bread: 18 cents 
¢ Agallon of milk: 97 cents 
¢ Postage stamp: 3 cents 


It was the golden age of sci-fi, hi-fi, and the space race. In 1956, IBM 
introduced the hard disk for the storage of data. Computers were born, but no 
one -- including the chairman of IBM -- expected them to take off. 


There was a baby boom; a housing boom; and a new, self-assured society of 
mass consumers ready to snap up the latest in washing machines, vacuum cleaners 
and blenders, paying for it all with shiny new credit cards. 


U 


Perhaps nothing sculpted daily life more than that new-fangled invention, 
the television, which introduced a daydream world through “Leave It To Beaver,” 
“Dragnet,” “Lassie,” and more than 120 different TV Westerns. Lucy became a 
beloved member of the family, as the entire household drew together around the 
new American hearth, often with TV dinner trays on their laps. 


Cars -- long, luxurious, gas-guzzling machines with tail fins and dazzling 
chrome -- were symbols of success and style. Families took driving holidays to 
newly developing theme parks, and teens cruised to drive-in movies, drive-in grills, 
and then to who knows where. 


Parents worried about their children "going steady” amid the stirrings of 
a sexual revolution, with rock'n'roll and Playboy magazine fueling an already 
smoldering fire. 


Still, this was a time much simpler, more relaxed, and more refined than the 
world we live in today. 


Remember when we didn't have television and frozen foods? Remember 
when we didn't have credit cards, pantyhose, dishwashers, clothes dryers, electric 
blankets, air conditioners, drip-dry clothes, and before man walked on the moon? 


Remember the time before computer dating, dual careers, commuter 
marriages, day-care centers, and group therapy. Do you remember when we got 
married first and then lived together? We were probably the last generation 
that thought a man and woman should be married before having a baby. 


All of these remembrances warm our hearts and certainly make us feel 
nostalgic; but on the occasion of the celebration of our 50th year reunion, our 
journey and some of our best memories begin in September 1951, when a group of 
fresh-faced, young 13-year olds came from various grammar schools -- such as, 
Barbee, Boylan Heights, Fred Olds, Hayes Barton/Myrtle Underwood, Lewis, 
Murphy, Ravenscroft, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Sherwood Bates, Thompson, and 
Wiley -- to enter as subfreshmen at the two separate high schools in Raleigh, 
Needham B. Broughton and Hugh Morson. At the time, no one knew these two 
groups of students from two different high schools would merge in 1955-1956, 
our Senior year, and become one high school, Needham B. Broughton. 


Things have changed, and so have each of us; but the Class of 1956 is still 
alive and thriving, and we cherish our memories and the many friendships we have 
formed and kept over the years. We might not have known or formed the lasting 
friendships that we enjoy today had we not had the opportunity to merge our two 
schools way back when. 


Remember when Raleigh had one cafeteria, the S & W: one Chinese 
restaurant, the Canton; and one Italian restaurant, Gino's? 


Remember the main shopping area of Fayetteville Street with stores 
such as Efird's, Boylan-Pearce, Ivey-Taylor's, Montgomery Ward, Charles Store, 
Hudson-Belk, Mother & Daughter, Woolworth, McLellan's, Adler's, and Ellisberg's; 
Walgreens and Eckerd drugstores; Jolly's and Johnson's J ewelers; Royster's candy 
store; Briggs Hardware; Stephenson's and Thiem's music stores. Also in the 
vicinity were hotels like the Sir Walter, Carolina, Andrew Johnson, Mansion Park, 
and Park Central: as well as, movie theaters such as the Palace, Wake, Capital, 
State, and Ambassador. All these are gone -- even the Village Theater built in 
Cameron Village is gone. 


Remember and cherish your memories of: 
* Football games at Devereux Meadow and Riddick Stadium 
* Homecoming parades 
¢ Cheerleaders and pep rallies 
° Friday nights at Brooks 
¢ The YWCA Youth Center 
* Dancing at lunchtime on Fridays 


¢ That good cafeteria food 

¢ “Pickle Willie” 

¢ “The Milky Way" 

¢ The Junior-Senior Prom 

* Queen of Hearts 

¢ Beach trips after major dances 

° Peroxide streaks in hair (and the risk of expulsion from school) 
* Shop classes for the boys and Home Economics for the girls 
* “Dreamtime” and “Our Best to You" on the radio 

¢ Warlicks 

¢ Forest and Tower Drive-In theaters 

¢ Johnny's Drive-In Grill (Front and Back) 

¢ Roy's Drive-In and "pine floats” 


All of us will remember some of our favorite recording stars of the fifties: 
Nat "King" Cole, Doris Day, Eddie Fisher, Joni James, Kitty Kallen, Patti Page, 
Johnny Ray, Kay Starr, Jerry Vale, Roy Hamilton, Fats Domino, Little Richard, 
Chuck Berry, and, of course, Elvis Presley. How about groups such as the Drifters, 
the Coasters, and the Platters? 


Whether your fondest memories are in the area of music of our day, sports, 
dances, the city, or the everyday things that happened in those good old high 
school days of the fifties, we hope this has helped you to rekindle the things that 
are dearest to you. 


Time draws us each apart, 
But memories linger, and 

In our hearts and minds 

We think of times gone by--- 
Carefree times, 

Times of youth and joy, 
Happy Days. 


Thank you for helping to make our memories even more special this weekend 
by sharing in our 50™ Year Reunion. Many blessings to you and your family. 


Class of 1956 
September 15-16, 2006 
Marriott Crabtree Valley 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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In Memory Of... 





Sylvia Bates Smith 


B. Francis Arnold 
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Diane Cates Whichard Leamon B. Catlett Wade Louis Caulberg 





Georgia DuBree Utley 
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Fred Vaden Fonville Larry Arthur Foskey Melvyn Lawrence Garr W. Clifton Gibson Elaine Joyce Hill Barber 








Douglas Johnson James F. “Skinny” Johnson Roland Patrick Johnson Stacy Lynwood Jones 


Doraine Elizabeth Joyner 
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A Special Thanks to: 


2006 BROUGHTON 50 REUNION COMMITTEE 


STEERING COMMITTEE: 
Carolyn Young Hall 
Tommie Little 
Grey Poole 
Wesley Price 


MEMBERS: 
Eleanor Evans Blackwell 
Linda Sherard Bradley 

Mary Mac Davis Bradshaw 

Larry Carter 

Marie McGee Clay 
Mary Catharine Edmonds Eberhart 
Jerry W. Ellisberg 
Rosemary Hayes Green 
Claire Tolar Kirven 
Glenda Edge Moreadith 
Peggy Staton Nipper 
Tom Overman 
Ernest Price 
Margie Reid 
Sue Sandlin-Plaehn 
Rachel Gulley Stroud 
Jane Hedrick Walter 
Joe Willson 


A Special Thanks is extended to all who volunteered their time, effort, and 
ideas to make this 50" reunion a truly memorable event. The Committee would also 
like to especially thank Terri Clawson, who works with Carolyn Hall, for her help 
with this Memorial Directory, mailings, and keeping track of alumni information. 


We hope you have enjoyed this weekend and will take away many good 
memories of past and renewed friendships. Please stay in touch with us and let 
us know of any updates in your information, or if you find any information on any 
of our missing classmates. We wish you good health until we see you again. 


Notes: 


“T still find each day too short 
for all the thoughts I want to think, 
all the walks I want to take, 
all the books I want to read, 
and all the friends I want to see.” 


John Burroughs 
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